LINCOLNHELD AS
IBOL BY JEWS I
U. ., RABBI SAYS

Hebrews Regard Work of the
“Great Emancipator” With
Double S!gniﬁcancg.

Abraham Lincoln, 33 the champlon
of libesty and the cause of an op-
pressed race, would have condemned
the tyrannies and oppressions to
which_the Jews are subjected _in
some European countries, sald Rabbi
Tsrael Lebendiger at the Hebrew In-
xmme last night.

coln has a _double significance
for lhe Jews,” Rabbl  Lebendiger
sald, *They revere his memory as
American citfzens, but they also are
interested in him, because the Bible.
which 15 the basis of Judalsm. had
a tremendous Influence in the forma-
tion of the character of thls distin-
guished Amerfcan,

Tible Dase For Speeches.

“Many of Abrabam Lincoln's
speeches were bated on  Biblical
idess and thoughts,” Rabb[ Leben-
diger declared.  “ITis very language
Is similiar to that nf ( e prophets.
Lincoln way not affiliated officially

with any church, but he was deeply
frabtied with the’ religious idea.

“We have admiration for Wash-
inglon, but we love Lincoln, becausc
he was of the people. Though =
towering giant in intellect, state:
manship and moral foree, yet he wa
as Innocent as a child, unassuming
as the woodsman that he formerly
was.

Humble Servant,

“Though the master of men, he
acted and felt himself to be the hum-
Dle servant. lle bLelieved that he
was an Instrument in the hands of
God, by which the Unjon might be
preserved. 1le beheld definite moral
laws upon the observance of which
devends the progress and wellare of
nations.

e fife of Lincoln is a striking
verification of the religious conten
fion that man possesses & {ree will
and by the exercise of that free will
may overcome hercdity and environ-
mert, Rabbi Lebendiger added.
“According (o the law of heredity.
Lincoln should have remained  an
Ignorant farmer,” he said. “Accord-
ing to the law of cnvironment, he
should have remained an insigniti-
cant and unknown woodsman. Iow
then are we 1o explain his attain-
ment of distinction In spite of these
two lmpediments? The explanation
is to he found in n moral force and
intellectual power in the initiative
of the man, independent of hercdity
and environmen:




